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2015 IMDA Symposium Exceeds Expectations 

Continued page 2 

The Third Annual IMDA Symposium and Exhibit Hall, presented October 28-29, 2015 at the DoubleTree 

Chicago North Shore Hotel & Conference Center, Skokie, IL, USA, attracted 70 attendees from North 

America, Asia and Europe across the IML/IMD value chain. The sold-out exhibit hall had to be expanded 

to accommodate additional exhibitors.  

Since their inception three years ago, each IMDA Symposium has been fresh and different from the previ-

ous year’s event. Our attendees appreciated the value they received from these creative educational and 

technical programs.  They were especially enthusiastic about the “Smack Down” interactive workshops led 

by IML/IMD industry experts and the keynote presentation on “The Internet of Things.” See Deborah 

Donberg’s review article on the Paper, Film and Foil CONVERTER website.  

WORKSHOP 1:   

The Cutting Edge: Roll Fed vs Cut & Stack Automation 

Facilitator:  Joe Hirtzer, Global Packaging International 

Most Important Item: 

The cost driver of roll form vs sheet form came down to the layout and 

the number of SKUs. 

Problems and Concerns: 

Cost and maintenance of dies on roll form. 

Unique Solutions to Problems: 

Variable information opened doors to new markets. 

WORKSHOP RECAPS 

Arguably no feature of IMDA Symposia is more popular than its workshops. For the 2015 

Symposium we devised a group of four interesting workshops designed to address the question, 

“How do you decide which of many available processes will help you deliver the IML/IMD 

product your customer demands?” The IMDA Smack-Down: Point/Counterpoint workshops 

helped our attendees sort out the many choices available. 

We assembled a group of experts from among our IMDA members and asked them to discuss both 

sides of these fascinating topics: 

The Cutting Edge: Roll Fed Technology vs Cut & Stack Automation 

David & Goliath: Digital Printed IML/IMD vs Conventional IML/IMD 

Real Chemistry: UV  Web Offset vs UV Sheet Offset 

That’s a Wrap: Insert IMD vs Foil IMD 

Despite the rather adversarial sounding titles, these workshops were collegial discussions among 

industry professionals illustrating alternate ways of creating products and solving problems. 

We asked each of our workshop facilitators to distill their workshop discussions into recaps for our 

readers’ edification. 

http://www.packagedesignmag.com/
http://www.labelandnarrowweb.com/
http://www.pffc-online.com/
http://www.plasticsdecorating.com/
http://www.schoberusa.com/
http://www.berhalter.com/
http://www.ti-films.com/
http://www.cakirlar.com/
http://www.stackteck.com/
http://www.labelsandlabeling.com/
http://www.pffc-online.com/label-tape/13311-in-mold-labels-imda-symposium-covers-range-of-topics
http://www.treofanamericas.com/
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IMDA Workshop Recaps (cont’d) 

Continued page 3 

WORKSHOP 2:  

David & Goliath:  

Digital Printed IML/IMD vs Conventional Printed IML/IMD 

Facilitator: Jordan Robertson, StackTeck Systems  

Most Important Item: 

Realize the value of the printing method. Conventional 

established as cost effective solution in high volume and 

some low volume applications. 

Problems and Concerns: 

Digital printing can be 3x to 5x the cost of conventional 

printing. Printers are getting bigger but still not high 

volume. Flexo vs gravure for high volume but lead time 

about 3 weeks. 

Unique Solutions to Problems: 

Inkjet printing or Xeikon printer can offer 5 day delivery 

of print work. Digital can do versioning of multiple 

labels on the same substrate. 

Unresolved Issues: 

Digital still cannot do metallic printing or big volume 

but has a big advantage in lead time. 

Miscellaneous Items: 

Some flexo lines are available with downstream digital 

capabilities. 

Suggestions: 

Mirror (metallic) inks. Inkjet is “like the old flexo”. Use 

gravure printing for mirror effect. 

 WORKSHOP 3:   

Real Chemistry: Web Offset vs Sheet Offset 

Facilitator:  Mike Sansoucy, Milacron LLc 

Most Important Item: 

Sheet fed is more flexible; sheet fed is gaining traction 

due to down gaging of films. 

Problems and Concerns: 

Can North American molders use films <60µ. Uptime, 

use of powders. 

Unique Solutions to Problems: 

Roll fed allows for lamination which in turn gives you 

the chance to create unique materials (barrier, 

metallized, etc.) 

Unresolved Issues: 

Handling of labels being difficult, what is better – web 

or sheet? No clear answer. 

Miscellaneous Items: 

Move to LED UV curing systems in the future for UV 

curing; 20 liter pails in North America? Other 

technologies such as shrink sleeve and point of use 

differentiation.  

WORKSHOP 4:  

That’s a Wrap: Insert IMD vs Foil IMD 
Facilitator: Tim Curnutt, Distinctive Plastics, Inc. 

Most Important Items: 

Q: How do you decide which method to use with your 

process? 

A: It’s all based on the part design and part 

application. (See below discussions) 

Q: Which method is best for 3-D contoured parts? 

A. Insert IMD method work better with deeper 

contours on 3-D parts. The Insert (or applique) is pre-

formed and die cut prior to placing it in the mold.  

B. Foil IMD method is friendlier to less severe 

contours on 3-D surfaces. It is limited to 20% stretch 

for non-metallic and 10% for metallic. However if the 

film is only stretched in one direction, you can get 

away with more. Pre-heating the film helps to get more 

stretch. 

Q: Which method can get the closest tolerance? 

A. The Foil IMD method is more accurate in graphic 

registration. With this method you have a print-to-print 

tolerance and a print to molded part tolerance.  

B. With Insert IMD, you have a print-to-print 

tolerance, a print-to-form tolerance and a form to 

molded part tolerance at the molder. 

 Q: What is the largest size of part that you have done with 

your process? 

A. With Foil IMD, 800 millimeters by around 1.5 

Meters. 

B. With Insert IMD 40” x 35”. 

Q: Is there additional cycle added when molding with 

IMD?  

A. With Film IMD there is no additional cycle time is 

need it. The foil can be advancing while the mold is 

opening since the finished part is on the opposite side 

of the mold as the foil. 

B. With Insert IMD there is some added cycle time due 

to insertion of the graphic. 

Q: Is it possible to use existing molds with ether process? 

A. Foil IMD – 99.9% No, there is several things that 

need to be added like registration indicators and 

vacuum system to tools in order to work with foil. 

B. Insert IMD – In some cases, yes. It depends a lot on 

the gating. Sometimes with this process you would also 

need guided pins or other features to be able to hold 

Inserts in place as well as vents. 

Q: What are the limitations on Ink layers? 

A. For Film IMD, up to 9 layers of Ink + 1 for 

Metallization applications. 

B. For Insert IMD, about 9 layers. 

Q: What is the film thickness? 

A. With Insert IMD the thickness of the label is 

normally .007” to .025” 

B. With Foil IMD the PET is about .003”. But 

remember that the film is not left in the mold. Only the 

ink structure is transferred to the part. 

Q: How do you hold Insert IMD? 

A. Static, Vacuum or Mechanical Fit. Most often a 

mechanical fit on an ID core or other feature on the 

mold. 

Q: What film materials do you use in your process? 

A. Foil IMD uses a PET (Polyester) carrier film. Only the 

graphics are transferred to the part. 

B. Insert IMD uses various films as substrates; ABS, 

Polycarbonate, Nylon, PE. 
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IMDA Workshop Recaps (cont’d) 

Q: What waste do you have with your process and how do 

you dispose of it? 

A. With Foil IMD there is little waste at Kurz. Any waste 

in Germany is usually burned in high heat incinerators. 

The waste from the take-up reels at the molder is 

disposed of by the molder, according to the country they 

live in. 

B. With Insert IMD, there is waste from the cutting of 

the appliques. This waste is recycled. Mike also 

mentioned that Serigraph has a fume recycling system 

that completely removes all the solvents from the air 

before releasing it to the environment. 

 Q: What percentage of the Foil done by Kurz is first 

surface? 

A. 98%. To do 2nd surface printing (where the printing is 

behind the molded plastic), the back of the part must not 

have large protruding features such as bosses or ribs. 

Q: Can you have IMD on both front and back of the part? 

A. Film IMD you can have roll feeders on both sides of 

the mold and shoot plastic between them. Remember that 

there cannot be tall bosses or ribs. 

B. With Insert IMD you can place insert appliques on 

both sides of the mold and shoot plastic between them. 

Q: What process are use for the forming of Insert IMD? 

A. Vacuum forming – least accurate. 

B. Niebling (pressure & heat) – more accurate. 

C. Accuforming (contact & heat) – best accuracy. 

Problems and Concerns: 

With the Foil process the maximum stretch can only 

reach 20 to 25 %, and only 10% when using metalized 

inks. 

Unique Solutions to Problems: 

A. Both Insert IMD and Foil IMD demonstrated the 

ability to combine 2-shot molding with IMD. 

B. Foil IMD can very tightly conform to special textures 

made with laser or milling for special effects. 

C. Kurz Film IMD is offering a “soft-touch” feel so you 

could switch between running a chrome part or a black 

soft-touch part. 

D. Serigraph Film insert has the ability to mold different 

materials on the film and the molded part due to their 

ink technologies. 

E. Kurz Foil IMD can give you better chromes and 

shiny metal looks. Foil IMD is less expensive but is 

limited on how deep the contours are. 

Suggestions: 

From both Foil IMD and Insert IMD representatives: 

They suggested to get them involved early in the design 

process. Definitely before the mold build. To make a 

successful project, you need to start with a mold built for 

IMD. 

 Some of the workshop discussions were so intense that 

additional time could have been used had it been 

available. 

Scenes from the 2015 IMDA Symposium 

Click here to see 

more scenes from the 

IMDA Symposium. 

http://imdassociation.com/education/scenes-from-2015-imda-symposium/
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THE 2016 TopCon and IMDA SYMPOSIUM,  JUNE 6 - 7, 2016  

           

WHO SHOULD ATTEND  THE SYMPOSIUM? 

Anyone involved or planning to become involved in 

the In-Mold Labeling or Decorating Market! 

Buyers & Purchasing Agents 

Brand Owners 

Users of In-Mold Labeled Containers  

Molders & Marketers of Durable Products 

Label Converters and Printers 

Injection, Blow Molders & Thermoformers 

Label Substrate Suppliers 

Suppliers of Inks, Coatings and Adhesives 

Converting Equipment Manufacturers 

IML/IMD Mold & Automation Suppliers 

PROMOTE YOUR COMPANY:   

The TopCon and IMDA Symposium is the 

perfect way to promote your products and 

services to a highly targeted international 

audience in the IML/IMD  world.  

Host an exhibit table where you can greet 

attendees and promote your IML/IMD 

business.  

For more information about being a part of 

the Supplier Trade Fair click here. 

Your opportunity to meet and network 

with other professionals from across the 

IML / IMD value chain. 

For 2016, IMDA offers its 4th Annual Symposium in conjunction with the 2016 SPE TopCon, June 6-7, 2016, at 

the Franklin Marriott Cool Springs, Franklin, TN, USA.  

IMDA Symposium includes In-Mold Labeling (IML) and In-Mold Decorating (IMD) workshops and papers 

focusing on IML and IMD technology.  

TopCon includes papers on the latest technologies in plastics decorating and assembly.  

The combined and separate programs of these synergistic conferences provide enhanced value for the plastics 

decorating professional. 

The event also includes a Supplier Trade Fair on June 6th with tabletop exhibits from leading suppliers of IML, 

IMD and Plastics industries that will be available to attendees of both conferences during an extended lunch and a 

networking reception. The IMDA Awards Dinner and presentation of the 2016 IMDA Awards occurs following 

the reception. 

 Click here for more information about these TWO CONFERENCES IN ONE GREAT EVENT! 

If you would like to participate in the 2016 IMDA Symposium as a speaker, see the call for papers. 

http://imdassociation.com/education/2016-topcon-imda-symposium/
http://imdassociation.com/education/2016-topcon-imda-symposium/
http://imdassociation.com/education/2016-imda-call-for-papers/
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR... 

Upcoming IML/IMD related events: 

March, 2016 
 Molding 2016, March 29 – March 31, 2016, New Orleans, LA, www.moldingconference.com  

 2016 IMDA Awards Competition, March 1 - April 30, 2016, www.imdassociation.com 

 

May, 2016 

 Thin Wall Packaging, May 10-11, 2016, Chicago, IL, www.amiplastics-na.com 

 IMDA ABC’s of IML: A Basic Course®, May 12, 2016, Skokie, IL,  www.imdassociation.com 

June, 2016 

 Drupa Print Show, May 31– June 10, 2016, Germany, www.drupa.com 

 2016 IMDA Symposium and SPE TopCon with Supplier Trade Fair, June 6-7, 2016, Franklin, 

TN, USA, www.imdassociation.com or www.plasticsdecorating.com/topcon/2016 

This In-Mold Messenger newsletter reaches 

over 1700 people in an ever growing 

readership that is focused on in-mold labeling 

and in-mold decorating technology and 

markets. Take advantage of this opportunity 

to place your company message and logo in 

front of these industry leaders. 

Special, cost effective company promotion is 

available by placing an ad in this newsletter. 

We offer ads ranging from an entire page to 

one-eighth page for one issue or for an entire 

year.  

Special discounted rate for IMDA corporate 

members. 

Contact Myra Schultz, Operations Manager, 

at myra.schultz@imdassociation.com for ad 

rates and to place your advertisement. 

PROMOTE YOUR IML/IMD BUSINESS 

Put Your Logo and Message Here 

ABC’s of  IML®: A Basic Course 

The 2016 edition of the ABC’s of IML®: A Basic Course, will be presented on Thursday, May 12, 2016, at the DoubleTree Hotel 

& Conference Center Chicago North Shore, Skokie, IL.  

The ABC’s of IML, updated yearly, provides a basic grounding in in-mold labeling and in-mold decorating as well as the 

fundamentals of extrusion blow molding, injection IML, the in-mold process, production of in-mold labels, current markets, 

functions across the IML value chain and future growth opportunities.  

The ABC’s of IML on May 12, 2016, is offered one day after the Thin Wall Packaging Conference, May 10-11, 2016, also in 

Chicago. 

The In-Mold Decorating Association offers a special registration discount for IMDA corporate members.  

ABC’s Registration Information 

For on-line registration and details, click here or contact: 

In-Mold Decorating Association 

Tel: +1 (480-415-3379 

Fax: +1 (480) 237-2738 

E-Mail: ron.schultz@imdassociation.com  

10th ANNUAL IMDA AWARDS COMPETITION 

The IMDA will begin accepting entries for its 2016 Awards Competition on 

March 1, 2016.  

This 10th anniversary Awards competition features 10 categories including 

blow mold (IML-B), injection (IML-I) and thermoform (IML-T) in 

packaging and durable products.  

The competition is open to all companies involved in any form of in-mold 

labeled packaging and in-mold decorated durable products.  

Winners of the 2016 IMDA Awards Competition will be honored at the 

2016 IMDA Symposium Awards Dinner, June 6, 2016, and their winning 

entries displayed at many industry events, including the PMMI Showcase of 

Packaging Innovations at Pack Expo International in Chicago. The deadline 

for submitting entries is April 30, 2016. For more information and entry 

forms, click here. 

2016 Awards Competition 

http://www.moldingconference.com/events/molding-2016/event-summary-d2621d88639b45ff8e513ee2c9f8ea4d.aspx
http://imdassociation.com/imda-awards/2016-awards-competition/
http://www.amiplastics-na.com/events/Event.aspx?code=C723&sec=6776
http://imdassociation.com/education/the-abcs-of-iml-seminar/
http://www.drupa.com/
http://imdassociation.com/education/2016-topcon-imda-symposium/
http://www.plasticsdecorating.com/topcon/2016/
mailto:myra.schultz@imdassociation.com
http://imdassociation.com/education/the-abcs-of-iml-seminar/
http://imdassociation.com/imda-awards/2016-awards-competition/


The RSM MX -16” and RSM 20 - 33” are ideal for 
cost effective production of IML-I and IML-B labels in 
all shapes & sizes from 40µ and also capable of add-
ing perforations and gate holes. Optimized deliveries 
for short, medium, long runs and our ROBOTIC end 
of line automation allow speeds of up to 330 fpm.  

We also re-sharpen Tungsten Carbide  
Matched Reciprocating  Die Sets. 

Rotary Web Converting Tools, Modules 

and Systems  

In-house engineered, designed and 
manufactured since 1949  

Full in-house US after sales service 

including tool re-sharpening 
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NEW MEMBERS 
IMDA welcomes its newest corporate member: Technical Coatings International, http://www.tciinc.com   

NEW SPONSOR 
IMDA is pleased to announce that Charter Member Treofan Americas, LLC is now a Sustaining Sponsor.  

We thank Treofan for their ongoing support of IMDA and their many contributions to the in-mold labeling community. 

IMDA is an organization of molders, label printers, material suppliers, equipment suppliers and others committed to the 

development and growth of in-mold decorating products, technologies and markets. 

Its mission is to raise the level of awareness and acceptance of in-mold decorated durable products and packaging by 

OEMs, brand owners and marketers. 

IMDA equally represents and supports all of its member companies across the entire in-mold decoration supply chain.  

 

Ron Schultz, Executive Director, In-Mold Decorating Association 

4957 Oakton #305, Skokie, IL 60077 USA 

Phone: +1 (480) 415-3379 

eFax: +1 (480) 237-2738 

Email: ron.schultz@imdassociation.com Serving the IML and IMD  value chain through 

Real Experts, Real Answers, Real Value 
The In-Mold Messenger editor— Ron Schultz 

IMDA THANKS OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
Sustaining Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

BERHALTER is the major manufacturer of high-performance die-cutting systems with its own tool making shop. 

BERHALTER’s unique advantages in In-Mold-Label: 

 cut films thinner than 40 µ  

 prevent static load  

 produce perfect smooth label stacks 

 count and mark precise label stacks 

 perfect cutting edge quality 

 permanent perfect label size 

 cut all label geometries. 

 cut foil labels with holes, injection nozzle, windows, etc.  

One complete solution from one single source - 100% made in Switzerland 

As a global leader in Polypropylene films, Treofan offers a complete range of films for injection 
in-mold labels. Our portfolio includes white and transparent OPP and CPP film technology and 
can accommodate virtually all sizes and shapes of rigid containers. Treofan in-mold label films 
greatly enhance the marketing appeal of your package. Treofan In-Mold Labels can be found on 
containers of Ice Cream, Butter & Margarine, Salads, Wipes, Paint and Beverage Cups. With 
our experienced technical staff and the largest portfolio of in-mold label films, Treofan has the 
right IML film for your package. 

http://www.tciinc.com
mailto:ron.schultz@imdassociation.com
http://www.berhalter.com/
http://www.schoberusa.com/
http://www.treofanamericas.com/
http://www.cakirlar.com/
http://stackteck.com/testimonials/industry-awards/in-mold-decorating-imda/
http://www.ti-films.com/

